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harmonise his mind with the gracious purpose
of God
And so religion and worship grow to have a
larger and wider significance ; for though the
solemnities of religion are one of the doors through
which the soul can approach God, yet what is
known as religious worship is only as it were a pos-
tern by the side of the great portals of beauty and
nobility and truth. One whose heart is filled with a
yearning mystery at the sight of the starry heavens,
who can adore the splendour of noble actions,
courageous deeds, patient affections, who can see
and love the beauty so abundantly shed abroad
in the world, who can be thrilled with ecstasy
and joy by art and music, he can at all these
moments draw near to God, and open his soul to
the influx of the Divine Spirit
Religion can only be of avail so long as it takes
account of all the avenues by which the soul can
reach the central presence ; and the error into
which professional ecclesiastics fall is the error
of the scribes and Pharisees, who said that thus
and thus only, by these rites and sacrifices and
ceremonies, shall the soul have access to the
Father of all living. It is as false a doctrine as
would be the claim of scientific men or artists, if